Doris Beaver’s
EYE ON THE LEGISLATURE – WRAP UP
June 15, 2015
   Today's edition is the final edition for the 2015 legislative session, one that by most accounts was tame, considering that Republicans were in the majority for the first time in the Senate in more than 10 years.
   Long-term watchers of the legislature were downright positive it would be a “uproarious”  standoff at the least with repeal of some of the antagonistic pieces of legislation from the 2014 session, but even those attempts were on the mild side.
   House Bill 15-1016 was signed by the Governor on May 29th, and changes the requirements for the program established by House Bill 09-1129 for precipitation harvesting, a 10-year pilot  program for the collection of precipitation from rooftops for non-potable use. Changes were made to the pilot program established by House Bill 09-1016 to encourage more applicants, make development projects eligible for the program, directing the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) to update the criteria and guidelines for projects. HB 1016 reduces the amount of water needed for a project's temporary substitute water supply plan and permanent augmentation plan, and specifies that a project's temporary retention of storm water is not subject to the order of the state or division engineers if it is in compliance with CWCB criteria, guidelines and state water quality laws.
   Senate Bill 15-067 was sent to the Secretary of State to become law without the Governor's signature. SB 067 increases the classification from assault in the third degree to assault in the second degree for two criminal actions:  1) intentionally causing bodily injury (assault) to an emergency medical care provider in order to prevent that provider from performing a lawful duty; and 2) causing a peace officer, firefighter, emergency medical care or service provider, while engaged in his or her professional duties, to come into contact with bodily fluids with the intent to infect, injure, harm, harass, annoy, threaten or cause harm.
   Senate Bill 15-115 was signed by the Governor on June 5th, and revises the medical marijuana programs scheduled to sunset in 2015, and extends the Medical Marijuana Code from July 1, 2015 until September 2, 1019. The Marijuana Enforcement Division in the Department of Revenue is the licensing authority and primary programs regulator for medical marijuana businesses, and issues four types of medical marijuana business licenses.
   Types of facilities licensed and employees at each, as of November 30, 2014:
· 50 medical marijuana centers;
· 739 medical marijuana cultivation facilities;
· 158 medical marijuana-infused product manufacturers; and
· 15,248 employee occupational licenses.
   Senate Bill 15-109 was signed by the Governor on June 5th, and would have expanded the “mandatory reporting requirement to cover known or suspected abuse of any at-risk adult with a disability over the age of 18.” Failure to make a mandatory report is a class 3 misdemeanor and the person filing a report in good faith is immune from civil action or criminal prosecution. Enacted in 1991, Colorado's Adult Protection Services system is designed to protect vulnerable or at-risk adults who because of age or mental or physical ability, are unable to obtain services and otherwise protect their own health, safety and welfare.
   House Bill 15-1248 was signed by the Governor on June 5th, and provides limited access for screening of prospective foster parents, and “permits one representative at each child placement agency in the state to access information concerning current or prospective foster parent, an adult residing in the home of a current or prospective foster parent or a specialized group facility.” Provisions in the bill do limit just what information a representative of the child placement agency may access, and requires that the Department of Health and Human Resources must monitor the access of the representative of each child placement agency in the state.  
  House Bill 15-1305 was signed by the Governor on May 29th, and prohibits the manufacturing of marijuana concentrate in an unregulated environment using an inherently hazardous substance, and makes it a class 2 drug felony for an unlicensed person to do so. Inherently hazardous substance is defined in the bill as a “liquid chemical, compressed gas or commercial product that has a flash point at or lower than 38 degrees Celsius or 100 degrees Fahrenheit, including butane, propane and diethyl ether, and excluding all forms of alcohol and ethanol.” For information purposes, and why it pays to be on guard of your neighbor(s), “according to data collected by the Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas in 2014, there were 32 explosions and 30 injuries related to manufacture of marijuana concentrate.” HB 15-1305 takes effect on July 1, 2015, and applies to offenses committed on or after said date.
   House Bill 1273 was signed by the Governor on June 5th, and adds the problem of unlawful use, possession or sale of marijuana on school grounds, in a school vehicle or at a school activity or sanctioned event (also referred to as school property) to the items that must be included in the existing safe school report. New requirements included in HB 1273 include law enforcement agencies reporting to the Division of Criminal Justice within the Department of Public Safety the student(s) arrests on school property; within the same time frame, each district attorney is required to report to the Division of Criminal Justice information about students who were granted pre-file juvenile or adult diversion for arrests that occurred on school property, and the Division of Criminal Justice is required to compile, analyze and report data concerning arrests, summons, tickets and case disposition for reported incidents.
   Senate Bill 15-212 had not been signed by the Governor as of the deadline for him to act (June 5th), so technically it becomes law without his signature, BUT there is some wiggle room on that so . . . SB 212, if it passes that wiggle deadline which is 30 days from June 5th, changes current water law in Colorado which now allows a water right owner to claim injury against the owner or operator of a water detention facility as described in the bill. The provisions of SB 212 means that storm water detention and infiltration facilities, and post-wildland fire facilities that detain water for environmental and public safety purposes do not injure vested water rights. SB 202 sets forth a number of other restrictions including various limitations on how long detention facilities may hold and make use of the “detained” water. Said facility is not permanent and must be removed or rendered inoperable after the emergency conditions created by the wildfire no longer exist.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
